Renewal of Vows

If you’re a romantic at heart and are thinking of renewing your vows, P&O Cruises can now offer you the perfect package to make your special day the second time around just as romantic as the first!

Our package includes:

· an attractive ceremony venue on board

· a bouquet and matching buttonhole (or two of either on request) 
· a bottle of champagne

· a romantic ceremony conducted by the Captain*
· a single-tier iced celebration cake

· the attendance of a professional photographer at the ceremony

· your chosen portrait photograph of the ceremony

· a silver-plated photo frame

· a commemorative certificate signed by the Captain*
· a gift from P&O Cruises of a pair of contemporary champagne flutes

* If the Captain is unable to conduct the ceremony, his senior representative will be asked to perform the role on his behalf.
On which ships can we renew our vows?

The Renewal of Vows package is available on all P&O Cruises ships.

When will the ceremony be held?

Due to operational requirements, we prefer to agree the date of the ceremony between yourselves and the Captain once you board the ship, however, the ceremonies usually take place on a sea day.  If you have a particular preference for a date / time, this should be added to the booking form and we will do our best to accommodate your wishes.

Where will the ceremony be held?

The ceremony is held in the Captain’s Lounge on Oceana and Oriana, the Uganda Room on Aurora, The Viceroy Room on Arcadia, The Starlight’s Lounge on Artemis and the Ivory Suite on Ventura and Azura.  

Who will be our main point of contact on board?

At the start of your cruise, you will be contacted by the Assistant Food & Beverage Manager, who will be looking after all arrangements for your ceremony.  The Assistant F&B Manager will be available throughout your cruise to answer your questions and help with any additional requirements you may have.

Who will conduct the ceremony?

The ceremony will be conducted by the Captain.  However, if on the day of your ceremony, a situation requires the immediate attention of the Captain, his Senior Representative will be pleased to conduct the ceremony on his behalf.

How long does the ceremony last?

The ceremony normally lasts approximately 30 minutes.

Who will attend the ceremony?

The ceremony is normally attended by two Officers (one of whom is the Assistant F&B Manager), who will act as your witnesses.  However, if you are travelling with friends or family, we would be happy to welcome your own witnesses and guests as well / instead (we will provide a champagne toast for up to four guests, and further bottles can be purchased if required).  A professional photographer and a waiter will also be in attendance.

What format does the service take?

We offer a traditional civil service.  If you wish to exchange rings during the ceremony, there is a choice of wording for each partner as follows:

1. This ring is a sign of our continued commitment to one another.  I promise to care for you, to give you my love and friendship, to respect and cherish you throughout the rest of our lives together.

2. This ring is a symbol of my continued love.  All that I am I give to you, all that I have I share with you.  I promise to be faithful and loyal, to respect and cherish you throughout the rest of our lives together.

3. This ring is a token of my love and a sign of our continued commitment.  I promise to care for you with love and respect and will support and comfort you through the good times and the troubled times with love and patience.

4. This ring is a symbol of my continued love, wear it with happiness and pride, today and always.

5. This ring is a symbol of my continued love.  I promise to give you love and friendship.  I promise to confide in you and comfort you, to trust and support you.  I promise to be there when you need me most, always and forever.

Please state your preferred wording on your booking form. 

What happens after the service?

Once you have renewed your vows to one another, the Captain and two witnesses sign the certificate and present it to you.  You are invited to cut the cake and this is then served with a champagne toast.  You will also be presented with two beautiful gifts from us to commemorate the occasion (a silver-plated photo frame and a pair of champagne flutes in a presentation box).

Are we able to hold a reception afterwards?

If you would like to hold a small party or reception for your guests, we can organise a venue with a selection of drinks and canapés – please ask the Assistant F&B Manager on board for further details and a price list.

What about a romantic meal?

If you’d rather have a romantic meal for two after your ceremony, why not book a table in one of our select dining venues - please ask the Assistant F&B Manager on board for further details and prices.

What flowers will be used in the bouquet and / or buttonhole?

Our traditional bouquets and / or buttonholes are created with a choice of roses, carnations, bright gerberas or mixed tropical flowers. 

Please state on your Booking Form which arrangement you would prefer, and also preferred colours for the flowers (flower arrangements may vary due to regional and seasonal availability and weather conditions).  

Do we need to bring any documents with us?

Renewing your Vows is not a legally-binding ceremony – it is simply a reaffirmation of the vows you made to your partner on the day of your wedding / civil partnership.  There is, therefore, no need for you to bring any documentation with you.  

How much does the package cost?

The P&O Cruises Renewal of Vows package costs £250 per couple.

Will we be able to have professional photos / a video of the occasion?

A professional photographer will be in attendance at the ceremony to capture your happy memories.  Once developed, you will be able to choose your favourite portrait photo to take home with you with the compliments of P&O Cruises – and, of course, you may wish to purchase additional photos from the selection taken for you. In addition, we can offer a personal video of your ceremony, please ask the Assistant F&B Manager about availability and cost.

We want to look our very best on the day – can you help?

Our team of beauty experts are on hand, offering a range of services, including hair, make-up and nails for ladies, and a range of male grooming services for men, including a traditional hot towel shave.  Or, if you want to get your day off to a relaxing start, you might prefer to treat yourselves to a luxurious massage each.

If you wish to pre-book your appointments, please contact The OnboardSpa Company on 023 8022 8396 Monday to Friday between 09.00am and 5.00pm.  If you would prefer to book your appointments onboard, please ensure you book early to avoid disappointment.

We want to pamper ourselves thoroughly on our special day – what can you suggest?

We have a range of gifts and celebration packages to spoil you on your special day, from champagne to luxury spa treatments, or a beautiful bouquet of flowers.    To view our full range of gifts, please go to www.pocruises.co.uk/gifts, or call 0845 3 555 333 to place your order (if you are travelling on a world cruise, please call 0845 3 584 444).
Who do I contact for further information?

If you would like further details before booking, please contact us on 0845 351 0353 and select option 2. Otherwise, please fill in the Booking Form and return to the following address:

Celebrations Department

Carnival UK

Carnival House 

100 Harbour Parade

Southampton 

SO15 1ST
On receipt of your Booking Form, we will contact you to confirm availability and discuss arrangements.

Renewal of Vows – Service A 
	The Welcome The Captain welcomes the guests and introduces the service informally. 

	Captain 
	God our father, You have taught us through your Son That love is the fulfilling of the law; Grant to your servants [husband’s name] and [wife’s name] That loving one another, They may continue in your love until their lives end; Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

	All 
	Amen 

	Preface 

	Captain 
	We have come together in the presence of God to give Thanks with [husband’s name] and [wife’s name] for [number] years of married life, It is given that a husband and wife May comfort and help each other, Living faithfully together In times of need as well as in plenty, In sadness and joy, in sickness and in health; It is given that with delight and tenderness They may know each other in love In marriage a couple belong together And live life in the community; It is a way of life created and hallowed by God, That all should honour. Therefore we pray with them That, strengthened and guided by God, They may continue to fulfil his purpose for their life together. 

	Silence is kept for reflection on the years that have passed, and on shared experiences, good and bad. 

	Readings One or more passages from the Bible can be read at this point if requested. 

	Renewal of Vows 

	Captain 
	I invite you now to recall the vows you made at your wedding. 

	Husband and wife face each other and hold hands. 

	Husband 
	I [husband’s name], took you, [wife’s name] to be my wife; 

	Wife 
	I [wife’s name],took you, [husband’s name] to be my husband; 

	Couple 
	To have and to hold from that day forward, For better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, In sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, Till death us do part, according to God’s holy law, And this was our solemn vow. Today, in the presence of (our family and friends / our witnesses) We affirm our continuing commitment to this vow. 


	The Rings Each may touch the wedding ring(s) with the words, 

	Couple 
	I gave you this ring As a sign of our marriage. With my body I honour you, All that I am to give you, And all that I have I share with you, Within the love of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

	Captain 
	Almighty God, our heavenly Father, We praise you for the gift of marriage In which the love of husband and wife is brought together And reflects your plan of love for the world. We thank you today for [husband’s name] and [wife’s name] and for leading Them to each other In friendship and love, commitment and trust, And for bringing them here for the renewing of their vows. 

	The Dismissal The couple may pray together 

	Couple 
	Heavenly Father, We offer you our souls and bodies, Our thoughts and words and deeds, Our love for one another. Unite our wills in your will, That we may grow together In love and peace All the days of our life; Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

	All 
	Amen 

	Copyright acknowledgement (where not already indicated above): Some material included in this service is copyright: © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 


Renewal of Vows – Service B 
	Captain 
	As you renew your vows to each other we are all reminded that marriage is a union of two lives and two hearts joined together in equal partnership. A husband and wife will bear each other’s burdens as well as share each other’s joys. Your goal in your marriage is to be considerate, loving and tender, supporting each other in your love. The renewal of the vows that you share should be as binding in adversity as in prosperity. As you continue to live together, sharing with one another the gifts of love and striving to become one, in heart and mind; I ask you now to renew the vows which you first pledged to one another. 

	Husband 
	I, [husband’s name] renew to you, [wife’s name], the promise of marriage I made to you [number] years ago. Today I accept you again to myself as the cornerstone of my life. As I have been true to you in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health, so I will continue to love you and honour you all the days of my life. 

	Wife 
	I, [wife’s name] renew to you, [husband’s name], the promise of marriage I made to you [number] years ago. Today I accept you again to myself as the cornerstone of my life. As I have been true to you in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health, so I will continue to love you and honour you all the days of my life. 

	Captain 
	As Master of [ship name], I am happy to witness the renewal of your vows and your renewed commitment to each other. May your love continue to grow stronger in the years that lie ahead. 


Renew Your Vows On Board

Service C – Civil Partnerships

Captain:
As you renew your vows to each other we are all reminded that civil partnerships are the union of two lives and two hearts, joined together in equal partnership.

Partners will bear each other’s burdens as well as share each other’s joys.

Your goal in your civil partnership is to be considerate, loving and tender, supporting each other in your love. 

The renewal of the vows that you share should be as binding in adversity as in prosperity.

As you continue to live together, sharing with one another the gifts of love and striving to become one, in heart and mind;



I ask you now to renew the vows which you first pledged to one another.

Partners
I,  ______________________  renew to you,  ______________________,

say in turn
the vows I made to you  ___  years ago.

Today I accept you again to myself as the cornerstone of my life.


As I have been true to you in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health, so I will continue to love you and honour you all the days of my life.

Captain:
As Master of …[ship]…, I am happy to witness the renewal of your vows and your renewed commitment to each other.  May your love continue to grow stronger in the years that lie ahead. 
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